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Chart illustrates flows for patient-administered, outpatient drugs. Please note that this chart is illustrative. It is not intended to be a complete 
representation of every type of financial, product flow, or contractual relationship in the marketplace. 
Source: Fein, Adam. J., The 2016 Economic Report on Retail, Mail and Specialty Pharmacies, Drug Channels Institute, January 2016.  
(Available at http://drugchannelsinstitute.com/products/industry_report/pharmacy/)  

The U.S. Pharmacy Distribution and Reimbursement System for  
Patient-Administered, Outpatient Prescription Drugs 

Service and  
Data Fees 
(specialty) 

Network Participation 

Formulary Agreement 

Product Shipment 

Product Shipment 

Services Contract 

Prime Vendor Agreement 

Services Agreement 

Dispense 
Prescription 

http://drugchannelsinstitute.com/products/industry_report/pharmacy/
http://drugchannelsinstitute.com/products/industry_report/pharmacy/
http://drugchannelsinstitute.com/products/industry_report/pharmacy/

